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WAR  MEASURE. 

The  Surgeons  General  of  the  Army,  Navy  and  Public 
Health  Service  have  inaugurated  a  campaign  in  this  country 
for  the  control  of  venereal  diseases  as  a  war  measure. 

These  diseases  are  being  controlled  in  the  United  States 
Army  as  they  have  never  been  controlled  in  the  army  of 
any  other  nation,  but  it  has  been  found  that  a  surprisingly 
large  number  of  drafted  men  have  been  infected  before  ar- 
riving at  the  camps.  The  three  Surgeons  General  therefore 
have  called  upon  the  civil  health  departments  and  the  phy- 
sicians in  civil  life  and  all  those  in  authority  to  aid  in  the 
control  of  these  diseases. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  have  healthy  men  in  the  Army  at 
the  front,  it  is  also  extremely  important  that  the  industrial 
army  which  supports  the  men  at  the  front  be  healthy  and  as 
free  as  possible  from  diseases.  It  is  just  as  much  our  pa- 
triotic duty  as  Health  Officers  and  Physicians  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  Surgeons  General  in  the  control  of 
these  diseases  at  home  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  commissioned 
officers  in  the  Army  and  Navy  to  comply  with  their  orders. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  of  Montana  has  passed  regu- 
lations for  the  control  of  these  diseases,  and  urgently  re- 
quests that  the  physicians  of  the  State  give  their  assistance 
in  carrying  out  these  regulations.  Upon  the  proper  reporting 
of  cases  by  physicians  and  their  hearty  cooperation  in  con- 
trol measures,  rests  the  success  of  this  campaign.  Montana 
physicians  have  gone  over  the  top  in  everything  they  have 
been  asked  to  do.  By  doing  our  full  duty  here  at  home  let 
us  show  that  the  physicians  who  for  various  reasons  have 
been  denied  the  privilege  of  going  to  the  front  are  just  as 
loyal  and  just  as  patriotic  as  those  who  have  enlisted.  Let 
us  not  be  slackers  in  this  war  game,  and  the  war  against 


venereal  diseases  in  civil  life  is  no  child's  play.  It  is  a  fight 
worthy  of  our  best  energies  and  our  best  efforts.  Surgeon 
General  Gorgas  was  told  he  could  not  rid  the  Panama  Canal 
Zone  of  yellow  fever,  but  he  did.  There  are  those  who  will 
say  that  nothing  can  be  done  in  the  control  of  venereal 
diseases,  but  much  will  be  done.  The  combined  forces  of  the 
Federal,  State,  County  and  Municipal  Governments  will  be 
directed  against  these  diseases  and  something  is  going  to 
move.  We  appeal  to  the  physicians  throughout  the  State 
to  get  in  line  and  support  us  in  this  campaign. 


Colonel  G.  M.  Magruder  of  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service,  who  has  been  detailed  for  venereal  disease 
control  work  in  Montana,  has  rendered  very  great  assistance 
to  the  State  Board  of  Health.  At  the  present  time  he  is 
aiding  us  in  organizing  for  the  establishment  of  detention 
hospitals  in  the  various  communities.  The  authorities  of 
Helena,  Butte,  and  Billings  have  promised  to  establish  such 
hospitals  and  also  make  provision  for  free  clinics  at  these 
places.  Representatives  from  Gallatin,  Park  and  Sweet  Grass 
counties  will  hold  a  meeting  on  August  9th,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  steps  to  establish  a  detention  hospital  to  ac- 
commodate patients  from  the  three  counties.  We  expect 
soon  to  have  the  whole  State  thoroughly  organized  along 
these  lines. 


The  Hygenic  Laboratory  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
located  at  Helena,  is  now  prepared  to  do  free  Wassermanns. 
Physicians  of  the  State  are  invited  to  make  use  of  this 
laboratory  in  their  diagnostic  work. 
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REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  CONTROL  OF  VENEREAL 

DISEASES 

Passed  by  the  Montana  State  Board  of  Health  at  a  Special 
Meeting  Held  in  Helena,  July  20,  1918. 


Regulation  117.  Venereal  Diseases  Declared  Dangerous 
to  the  Public  Health — Syphilis,  gonorrhea  and  chancroid, 
hereinafter  designated  venereal  diseases,  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  contagious,  infectious,  communicable,  and  dangerous  to 
the  public  health. 

Reg.  118.  Venereal  Diseases  to  be  Reported — Any  phy- 
sician or  other  person  who  makes  a  diagnosis  in,  or  treats, 
a  case  of  syphilis,  gonorrhea,  or  chancroid,  and  every  superin- 
tendent or  manager  of  a  hospital,  dispensary,  or  charitable  or 
penal  institution,  in  which  there  is  a  case  of  venereal  disease, 
shall  report  such  case  immediately  in  writing  to  the  Local 
or  County  Health  Officer,  stating  the  name  and  address  or 
the  office  number,  age,  sex,  color,  and  occupation,  of  the 
diseased  person,  and  the  date  of  onset  of  the  disease,  and  the 
probable  source  of  the  infection,  provided,  that  the  name  and 
address  of  the  diseased  person  need  not  be  stated  except  as 
hereinafter  specifically  required.  The  report  shall  be  inclosed 
in  a  sealed  envelope  and  sent  to  the  Local  or  County  Health 
Officer,  who  shall  report  weekly  on  the  prescribed  form  to 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  all  cases  reported  to  him. 

Reg.  119.  Patients  to  be  Given  Information — It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  every  physician  and  of  every  other  person  who 
examines  or  treats  a  person  having  syphilis,  gonorrhea  or 
chancroid,  to  instruct  such  person  in  measures  for  preventing 
the  spread  of  such  diseases,  and  inform  such  person  of  the 
necessity  for  treatment  until  cured,  and  to  hand  such  person 
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a  copy  of  the  circular  of  information   obtainable  for   this 
purpose  from  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Reg.  120.  Investigation  of  Cases — All  Local  and  County 
Health  Officers  shall  use  every  available  means  to  ascer- 
tain the  existence  of  and  to  investigate,  all  cases  of  syphilis, 
gonorrhea,  and  chancroid  within  their  several  territorial 
jurisdictions,  and  to  ascertain  the  sources  of  such  infections. 
Local  and  County  Health  Officers  are  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  make  such  examination  of  persons  reason- 
ably suspected  of  having  syphilis,  gonorrhea,  or  chancroid, 
as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  out  these  regulations. 
Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  such  diseases  among  prostitutes 
and  persons  associated  with  them,  all  such  persons  are  to 
be  considered  within  the  above  class. 

Reg.  121.  Protection  of  Others  from  Infection  by 
Venereally  Diseased  Persons — Upon  receipt  of  a  report  of  a 
case  of  venereal  disease  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Local  or 
County  Health  Officer  to  institute  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection of  other  persons  from  infection  by  such  venereally 
diseased  person. 

(a)  Local  and  County  Health  Officers  are  authorized 
and  directed  to  quarantine  persons  who  have,  or  who  after 
examination  are  reasonably  suspected  of  having  syphilis, 
gonorrhea,  or  chancroid,  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  said 
Local  or  County  Health  Officer,  or  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
or  its  Secretary,  quarantine  is  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  public  health.  In  establishing  quarantine  the  health 
officer  shall  designate  and  define  the  limits  of  the  area  in 
which  the  person  known  to  have,  or  reasonably  suspected  of 
having,  syphilis,  gonorrhea,  or  chancroid  and  his  or  her 
immediate  attendant  are  to  be  quarantined  and  no  person 
other  than  the  attending  physician  shall  enter  or  leave  the 
area  of  quarantine  without  the  permission  of  the  Local  or 
County  Health  Officer. 

No  one  but  the  Local,  County  or  State  Health  Officer 
shall  terminate  said  quarantine,  and  this  shall  not  be  done 
until  the  diseased  person  has  become  noninfectious,  as  de- 
termined by  the  Local,  County  or  State  Health  Officer  or 
his  authorized  deputy  through  the  clinical  examination  and 
necessary  laboratory  tests,  or  until  permission  has  been 
given  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  or  its  Secretary. 


(b)  The  health  officer  having  jurisdiction  shall  inform 
all  persons  who  are  about  to  be  released  from  quarantine  for 
venereal  disease,  in  case  they  are  not  cured,  what  further 
treatment  should  be  taken  to  complete  their  cure.  And  said 
health  officer  must  receive  from  each  patient  proper  as- 
surance that  treatment  will  be  continued  and  must  be  given 
the  name  and  address  of  the  physician  who  is  to  continue  the 
treatment.  Said  physician  also  must  report  immediately 
the  fact  that  the  patient  is  under  his  care  and  the  date  on 
which  said  patient  discontinues  treatment.  The  name  of 
the  patient  being  given  in  each  case. 

Reg.  122.  Conditions  Under  Which  the  Name  of  a  Pa- 
tient is  Required  to  be  Reported — (a)  When  a  person  ap- 
plies to  a  physician  or  other  person  for  the  diagnosis  or 
treatment  of  syphilis,  gonorrhea,  or  chancroid,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  physician  or  person  so  consulted  to  inquire 
of  and  ascertain  from  the  person  seeking  such  diagnosis  or 
treatment  whether  such  person  has  theretofore  consulted  with 
or  has  been  treated  by  any  other  physician  or  person  and, 
if  so,  to  ascertain  the  name  and  address  of  the  physician  or 
person  last  consulted.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  applicant 
for  diagnosis  or  treatment  to  furnish  this  information,  and 
a  refusal  to  do  so  or  a  falsification  of  the  name  and  address 
of  such  physician  or  person  consulted  by  such  applicant  shall 
be  deemed  a  violation  of  these  regulations.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  physician  or  other  person  whom  the  applicant 
consults  to  notify  the  physician  or  other  person  last  consulted 
of  the  change  of  advisers.  Should  the  physician  or  person 
previously  consulted  fail  to  receive  such  notice  within  ten 
days  after  the  last  date  upon  which  the  patient  was  in- 
structed by  him  to  appear,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
physician  or  person  to  report  to  the  Local  or  County  Health 
Officer  the  name  and  address  of  such  venereally  diseased 
person. 

(b)  If  an  attending  physician  or  other  person  knows 
or  has  good  reason  to  suspect  that  a  person  having  syphilis, 
gonorrhea,  or  chancroid  is  so  conducting  himself  or  herself 
as  to  expose  other  persons  to  infection,  or  is  about  so  to 
conduct  himself  or  herself,  he  shall  notify  the  Local  or 
County  Health  Officer  of  the  name  and  address  of  the  di- 
seased person  and  the  essential  facts  in  the  case. 
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Reg  123.     Druggists  Forbidden  to  Prescribe  for  Venereal 

Diseases — No  druggist  or  other  person  not  a  physician 
licensed  under  the  laws  of  the  State  shall  prescribe  or  recom- 
mend to  any  person  any  drug,  medicines,  or  other  substances 
to  be  used  for  the  cure  or  alleviation  of  gonorrhea,  syphilis, 
or  chancroid,  or  shall  compound  any  drugs  or  medicines 
other  than  proprietary  for  said  purpose  from  any  written 
formula  or  order  not  written  for  the  person  for  whom  the 
drugs  or  medicines  are  compounded  and  not  signed  by  a 
physician  licensed  under  the  laws  of  the  State.  All  druggists 
are  required  to  keep  a  record  of  the  names  and  addresses  of 
all  persons  to  whom  proprietary  or  patent  medicines,  com- 
monly or  presumably  used  in  the  treatment  of  venereal 
diseases,  are  sold  or  supplied  to,  and  shall  forward  a  report 
to  the  proper  health  officer  at  the  end  of  each  week,  giving 
the  names  and  addresses  of  such  persons  and  the  remedy 
sold  in  each  case. 

Reg.  124.  Spread  of  Venereal  Disease  Unlawful — It  shall 
be  a  violation  of  these  regulations  for  any  infected  person 
knowingly  to  expose  another  person  to  infection  with  any 
of  the  said  venereal  diseases  or  for  any  person  to  perform  an 
act  which  exposes  another  person  to  infection  with  venereal 
disease. 

Reg.  125.  Prostitution  to  be  Repressed — Prostitution  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  a  prolific  source  of  syphilis,  gonorrhea, 
and  chancroid,  and  the  repression  of  prostitution  is  declared 
to  be  a  public  health  measure.  All  Local  and  County  Health 
Officers  are  therefore  directed  to  cooperate  with  the  proper 
officers  whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce  laws  directed  against 
prostitution  and  otherwise  to  use  every  proper  means  for  the 
repression  of  prostitution. 

Reg.  126.  Giving  Certificates  of  Freedom  from  Ven- 
ereal Diseases  Prohibited — Physicians,  health  officers,  and 
all  other  persons  are  prohibited  from  issuing  certificates  of 
freedom  from  venereal  disease,  providing  this  rule  shall  not 
prevent  the  issuance  of  necessary  statements  of  freedom  from 
infectious  diseases  written  in  such  form  or  given  under  such 
safeguards  that  their  use  in  solicitation  for  sexual  intercourse 
would  be  impossible.  Such  certificates  shall  not  be  used  or 
exhibited  for  solicitation  for  immoral  purposes. 
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Reg.  127.  Records  to  be  Secret — All  information  and 
reports  concerning  persons  infected  with  venereal  diseases 
shall  be  inaccessible  to  the  public  except  in  so  far  as  publicity 
may  attend  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  by  these 
regulations  and  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Reg.  128.  These  regulations  shall  be  in  full  force  and 
effect  on  and  after  Sept.  1,  1918. 
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